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TRANSLATION 

Excerpts 

[Transmitted by Note Verbale of the Embassy of Ukraine 

in the Russian Federation No. 4.5.1/1-411/2000] 

UKRAINE 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

5.3/42165/SBS/079-00 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Russian Federation and has the honour to draw again the attention of the Russian Federation to the lack 

of settlement of the situation involving the Ukrainian seine boat Bosphorus and its crew detained on 5 April 

2000 in the Sea of Azov. The Russian Side has not yet complied with the requirements of para. 7 of the Protocol 

on Joint Control over the Water Area of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait by the Border Forces of Ukraine 

and the Russian Federation which stipulates that when individuals and legal entities violating the laws of 

Ukraine and the Russian Federation are detained, the Parties shall return them to their respective State for 

further investigation.  

[…] 

The Ukrainian Side cannot help but regard such actions of the Russian Side as a violation of the 

agreements of the Presidents of Ukraine and the Russian Federation on defining the status of the Sea of Azov 

as internal waters of both States, and as a unilateral refusal of the Russian Side to comply with its obligations 

under these agreements.  

In view of the aforesaid, the Ukrainian Side expects that the Russian Side provide appropriate 

explanations, and insists on rigorous respect by the Russian Side of the agreements reached in relation to the 

status of the Sea of Azov, including para. 7 of the above-mentioned Protocol, and demands that it transfer the 

case files related to the crew members of the Ukrainian seine boat Bosphorus to the competent authorities of 

Ukraine for investigation and taking appropriate decisions.  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation the assurances of its high consideration. 

Kiev, 8 August 2000 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Moscow 
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